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Volunteering is an expression of solidarity and a
driver of positive change. To ensure that youth
engagement continues to thrive, we need strong
structures, recognition, and support. Investing in youth
volunteering means investing in a better future for all.

GLENN MICALLEF

Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING



Foreword

outh volunteering has the

power to transform lives,

strengthen communities, and
shape the future of Europe. The
“Building Bridges, Creating Change:
The Power of Youth Volunteering”
conference, held in February 2025,
brought together key stakeholders
to advocate for a renewed vision for
EU youth volunteering.

Hosting this conference was important to us to
highlight the impact of the European Solidarity
Corps program as a driver of solidarity across
Europe and its neighbouring partner regions.

MATHIEU ROUMEGOUS

Erasmus+ France Youth and Sport Agency

Organised by the SALTO European
Solidarity Corps Resource Centre
and Agence Erasmus+ France Jeu-
nesse & Sport, the conference high-
lighted the profound impact of the
European Solidarity Corps as a val-
ue-driven programme with solidari-
ty at its heart. Participants explored
how EU volunteering fosters the
sense of belonging to Europe, em-
powers young people for environ-
mental action, and strengthens sol-
idarity across diverse communities.

A key driver behind these efforts is
the Strategic National Agency Co-
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operation (SNAC) on Volunteering.
With its endeavour to strengthen
European youth volunteering, SNAC
Volunteering works on key pillars
such as the continuation of a soli-
darity-based programme, the devel-
opment of an EU volunteer status, a
quality charwter, and capacity build-
ing. It aims to increase knowledge
about the European Solidarity Corps
and its impact, support knowledge
exchange around European volun-
teering and solidarity, and advocate
for better conditions for volunteers
in Europe and beyond.

This magazine captures the key out-
comes and insights from the 2025
conference, reflecting our shared
ambition to enhance the European
Solidarity Corps and create better
conditions for youth volunteering
in Europe. The key messages pre-
sented throughout the conference
were collected. They represent the
voices of experts, practitioners, and
young volunteers, shaping a collec-
tive vision for the future of youth
volunteering in Europe. For a deeper
insight into the conference discus-
sions, take a look at the conference

report.

Let us keep building on this mo-
mentum together.


https://www.salto-youth.net/downloads/4-17-4485/Concept%20paper%20SNAC%20-%20march%202024.pdf
https://www.salto-youth.net/downloads/4-17-4485/Concept%20paper%20SNAC%20-%20march%202024.pdf
https://www.talkingsolidarity.eu/volunteering-conference-2025/
https://www.talkingsolidarity.eu/volunteering-conference-2025/

olunteers and a strong civ-

il society are essential for

well-functioning  democra-
cies and resilient communities. The
“Building Bridges, Creating Change:
The Power of Youth Volunteering”
conference marked a significant
milestone in our shared commit-
ment to strengthening and advo-
cating for youth volunteering across
Europe.

At the heart of the discussions held
during the conference was the Euro-
pean Solidarity Corps - a value-driv-
en programme that embodies soli-
darity. The conference highlighted
its profound impact and showcased
the European Solidarity Corps’ po-
tential to address societal challeng-
es and foster a united, democratic
and resilient future.

With a diverse group of participants
spanningvolunteering practitioners,
policymakers, researchers, along
with inspiring keynote speakers
and thought-provoking panellists,
we reflected on how volunteering
can contribute positively to societal
transformation.

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

Turning conversations into impact

Beyond this conference, we encour-
age each of you to continue advo-
cating for youth volunteering within
your networks and communities.
The key messages brought forward
by participants, keynote speakers,
and panellists are compiled in this
magazine to ensure that the mo-
mentum generated translates into
tangible outcomes.

Let us ensure that our voices con-
tinue to be heard. Together, let us
build bridges and create long-last-
ing positive change.

Mathieu Roumégous
& Gerhard Mosshammer

Director, Erasmus+ France Youth and
Sport Agency & Head Of Youth and
Sport Unit at OeAD-GmbH



It’s time to recognize the impact of
EU youth volunteering to unlock its
full potential in the future.

MATHIEU ROUMEGOUS

Erasmus+ France Youth and Sport Agency

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

“Engage - Connect - Empower” is
the motto of the European Youth
Strategy - let’s turn these words into
action!”

GERHARD MOSSHAMMER
Austrian National Agency Erasmus+ Youth, Sport &
European Solidarity Corps




A Data-Driven Perspective on the
Future of the European Solidarity
Corps

European Solidarity Corps:
insights from the interim
evaluation

he European Solidarity Corps

has been the European Un-

ion’s flagship funding scheme
for youth volunteering and civic en-
gagement. Initial findings from the
European Solidarity Corps interim
report were presented by Leonardo
Dongiovanni.

The evaluation covering both pro-
gramme periods, European Solidar-
ity Corps 2018-2020 and European
Solidarity Corps 2021-2023, using
five key criteria:

Relevance & Coherence

The European Solidarity Corps pro-
gramme is performing very well,
with high satisfaction rates among
organisations and participants.

These outcomes are also confirmed
with data outcomes of the RAY
Transnational analysis on the ef-
fects and outcomes of the Europe-
an Solidarity Corps 2021-23.

Objectives and priorities are rel-
evant in promoting social cohe-
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sion and individual development of
young people.

There is a high degree of comple-
mentarity between the programme
and other EU policy initiatives in the
field of youth (and beyond).

Effectiveness & Efficiency

The European Solidarity Corps’ flex-
ible programme management has
helped mitigate the impact of exter-
nal shocks (e.g. the war in Ukraine,
COVID-19 pandemic). However,
funding remains insufficient.
While communities, organisations,
and participants express overall
satisfaction, the financial structure
does not meet the high demand.

EU Added Value

the data shows that the European
Solidarity Corp fosters a sense of
European identity, with partici-
pants and host communities dis-
playing positive attitudes towards
the EU. The programme promotes
active citizenship, enhances person-
al development, and facilitates net-
working and collaboration opportu-
nities.


https://www.researchyouth.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/RAY-SOC_Research-Report-20212023.pdf
https://www.researchyouth.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/RAY-SOC_Research-Report-20212023.pdf

As the European Solidarity Corps
continues to evolve, these findings
play a crucial role in ensuring that
it remains a high-impact, inclu-
sive programme for young people
across Europe.

EU Added Value: compared to other program-
mes, the ESC stands out by contributing to cul-
tivating a European identity and positive atti-
tudes to the EU, promoting active citizenship
and facilitating participants personal deve-
lopment, offering enhanced opportunities for
organisations.

LEONARDO DONGIOVANNI

European Commission

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

More insights on the performance of
the European Solidarity Corps pub-
lished by the EC can be found here; key
insights for the future of the European
Solidarity Corps by the SNAC vol part-
nership can be found in the Executive

Summary and the Infosheet.

BUILDING BRIDGES
| CREATING CHANGE
THE POWER OF
YOUTH VOLUNTEERING


https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/performance-and-reporting/programme-performance-statements/european-solidarity-corps-performance_en#sustainable-development-goals
https://www.salto-youth.net/downloads/4-17-4595/Executive%20Summary%20Balken%20gleich%20250124%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.salto-youth.net/downloads/4-17-4595/Executive%20Summary%20Balken%20gleich%20250124%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.salto-youth.net/downloads/4-17-4596/Infosheets%202501024%20ES.pdf

The European Solidarity Corps in figures (since 2021)

SOLIDARITY VOLUNTEERING
ACTIVITIES

PROJECTS

Nearly

550,000

young people expressed interest in joi-
ning the programme

Nearly

7,000

projects have been funded

Nearly

3,600

organisations implemented projects

Nearly

65,000

opportunities were created for young
people

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

HUMANITARIAN
AID
VOLUNTEERING

Impact of the programme

96%

of local communities agreed/strongly
agreed that the ESC has a positive im-
pact on the lives and values of engaged
communities and societal groups

98%

of individual volunteers agreed/stron-
gly agreed that it had a positive im-
pact on their life

97%

of organisations indicated that the ESC
had a positive impact on their orga-
nisations

35%

of ESC participants have been young
people with fewer opportunities


https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/performance-and-reporting/programme-performance-statements/european-solidarity-corps-performance_en#sustainable-development-goals

Strengthening Synergies Between
National and European Volunteering
Schemes

he study on the Differenc-

es, Complementarities, and

Synergies between Service
Civique (ESC) and ESC Volunteering
Activities in France provides a com-
parative perspective on how the Eu-
ropean Solidarity Corps can com-
plement national schemes.

It explores how national and Euro-
pean volunteering schemes can re-
inforce each other, offering lessons
for other countries looking to en-
hance youth engagement through
solidarity-based initiatives.

European Solidarity Corps volunteering can be
seen as an amplifier! It equips young volunte-
ers with global solutions they can apply to lo-
cal challenges upon return

BARBARA PETRI

Orisha Consulting

Despite differences, Service Civique
and the European Solidarity Corps
face common challenges that
impact their implementation and
reach. Challenges include a lack of
strategic alignment between pro-
gramme frameworks, fragmented
training, tools and outreach efforts
as well as complex administrative

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

procedures. Addressing these will
lead to higher effectiveness and
sustainability.

To enhance impact of both pro-
grammes, the study recommends
simplifying processes, improv-
ing inclusion, recognising volun-
teer-acquired skills, and strength-
ening legal frameworks for equity
and digital access. Service Civique
fosters local engagement and social
cohesion, while European Solidarity
Corps expands this to the European
level, addressing global challeng-
es and reinforcing a shared Europe-
an identity.


https://padlet.com/toscapool/volunteering-conference-3-6-february-2025-paris-szkokrzwaqgg6su9/wish/lDK1ZRk31zEXWJ9z

A stronger interconnection could
enable volunteers to seamlessly
transition between national and
European initiatives and further
amplify their impact. France's inte-
grated approach serves as a model,
proving that national and European
schemes can not only coexist but
foster cross-cultural solidarity
and enhance mobility.

The study outcomes also show that
youth volunteering, particularly in-
terconnected national and interna-
tional schemes, advances the EU’s
soft power and global influence
by fostering intercultural under-
standing and collaboration across
borders. To ensure long-term suc-
cess, stronger synergies, recogni-
tion of skills, sustainable funding,
and integrated governance mod-
els are essential.

As President of the Agence du Service Civique, which manages both a national volunte-
ering programme and the delegation of the European Solidarity Corps in France, | me-
asure every day the extent to which these schemes transform the lives of young people
and strengthen the cohesion of our societies. Investing in these programmes means

investing in a more cohesive and sustainable future.

NADIA BALLAOUI

Agence du Service Civique

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING
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Youth volunteering brings Europe

closer to its citizens

/ YOUTH GOAL #1

The European Solidarity Corps plays a vital role in achieving the Youth
Goal #1: connecting EU with youth, by bridging the gap between young

people and the European Union.

he European Solidarity
Corps is a powerful tool
for strengthening Euro-

pean identity, fostering civic
engagement, and making the EU
more tangible to its citizens. The
2025 conference explored how
volunteering - especially within
the framework of the European
Solidarity Corps - contributes to
building trust, increasing partic-
ipation, and creating a stronger
sense of belonging among young
Europeans. Data confirms that
youth volunteering is a key
driver in reinforcing democratic
values and encouraging active
citizenship.

Youth volunteering plays an essential role in sha-
ping the democratic fabric of society.

ALVARO GONZALEZ PEREZ

European Youth Forum

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

It was highlighted how volun-
teering fosters social cohesion
and European values and how
civic engagement enhances in-
clusivity and strengthens Euro-
pean identity. Volunteering is
not just a learning experience - it
is a vital form of active partici-
pation that strengthens democ-
racy and social inclusion at local,
national, and European level.

11


https://www.researchyouth.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/RAY-SOC_Research-Report-20212023.pdf

Youth volunteering is es-
sential for a more connect-
ed, democratic, and inclu-
sive Europe.

At a micro level, volunteering
has tangible benefits. Volunteers
serve as positive role models,
inspiring local youth to engage
in mobility opportunities, learn
new languages, and develop
a broader European perspec-
tive. Many who return from vol-
unteering abroad bring back a
strong sense of solidarity, often
becoming more engaged in lo-
cal policy-making and commu-
nity initiatives.

Moreover, Solidarity Projects re-
main one of the most accessi-
ble tools for young people to
actively contribute to their com-
munities, fostering change at the
grassroots level.

Politically, the European Soli-
darity Corps is a highly effec-
tive and cost-efficient basis for
training, equipping young peo-
ple with both hard and soft
skills that enhance their em-
ployability and long-term civic
participation.

For a thriving EU democracy, with a “Whole of Society” approach, we need structured
and targeted support for volunteers and volunteering that enables solidarity to remain
at the heart of the EU project in a way that facilitates resilience and preparedness as
well as combatting polarisation.

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

GABRIELLA CIVICO

Centre for European Volunteering

| olloire
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With over 20 years of involvement in the programme, | have seen how EU values have
taken root in the neighboring partner regions. Many young people are now advocating
for democratic values, legal system reforms, equal treatment, and human rights - many
of whom were once involved in EU programmes like Erasmus+, EVS, and the European
Solidarity Corps. This engagement has shaped the civic participation of new generations
and has significantly contributed to societal change in countries like Serbia or Georgia.
It is clear proof of the long-lasting impact EU youth programmes have on societies.

VOLUNTEERING CONFERENCE PARTICIPANT

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL (SDG) #8

Beyond social impact, volunteering also contributes to economic em-
powerment. The European Solidarity Corps supports Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goal (SDG) 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth.

t a time when Europe faces

social, economic, and politi-

cal challenges, youth volun-
teering offers a powerful tool for
unity and resilience.

Investing in a strong value-based

gramme, like the European Solida-
rity Corps, means investing in the
next generation of engaged, infor-
med, and empowered European ci-
tizens to make them key players in
shaping the future of a peaceful,
democratic and united Europe.

European youth volunteering pro-

As a member of the European parliament, together with my political group, | will fight
for the European Solidarity Corps funding to be improved, optimized, and increased,
so that they can allow the greatest number of young citizens to go abroad or get in-
volved. | believe European Solidarity Corps potential in building European citizenship
and acquiring skills is vastly underestimated. Going abroad alone for several months,
in service to the community that hosts them, is an experience that transforms young
people for life.

LAURENCE FARRENG

European Parliament

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING
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Apart from more funds, | believe there should be more focus on the European citizen-
ship in the ESC activities implemented, making clear to ESC volunteers and other sta-
keholders that not just the European Union but the whole structure that provides ESC,
Erasmus+ and these unique opportunities for EU citizens is at risk.

VOLUNTEERING CONFERENCE PARTICIPANT

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING
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Youth volunteering contributes to a
greener Europe

v

YOUTH GOAL #10

European Solidarity Corps also supports the achievement of Youth Goal

#10 Sustainable Green Europe.

esearch and hands-on experi-

ences shows that volunteer-

ing initiatives drive mean-
ingful environmental impact and
help building a more sustainable
Europe.

Structured volunteering, like the
Service Civique Ecologique, can ef-
fectively support ecological engage-
ment.

Youth volunteering is a powerful
force in making Europe greener

and more sustainable.

Volunteers initiate the transition, they drive
the transition in fields where institutions and
other generations failed. Volunteers are the
best allies and we must ensure that we as vo-
lunteers work side by side with all generations
to bring about change.

ADELAIDE CHARLIER

Youth for climate

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

A recent RAY study states that 69%
of the volunteers are better able to
contribute to more environmental
sustainability in their everyday life
after completion of the project.

In smaller cities, the impact of these
initiatives is especially visible, in-
spiring communities to take action.
Volunteers engage in meaningful
dialogues with local authorities and

16
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residents, raising awareness about
environmental challenges and fos-
tering collaboration. Through work-
shops, school projects, and trans-
national discussions, young people
drive climate education and sus-
tainable practices.

We need to make more effort to highlight the
results, to measure and communicate the im-
pact effectively. Civil society organisations
have been doing this work for years, long befo-
re the EU made it a priority - so let us recognise
that, consult with them, and compile informa-
tion about what has already been done.

VICKY LOVELOCK

Coordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service

Local initiatives, such as community
gardens, free bicycle programs, and
green travel campaigns, not only
promote eco-friendly lifestyles but

also strengthen intergenerational
and community bonds. Volunteer-
ing connects people with nature
while empowering them to take
ownership of sustainability efforts.
To amplify these efforts, strength-
ening coordination between youth
organisations, environmental NGOs
and local communities is key to fos-
tering effective collaborations.

Initiatives like the Service Civic-
que Ecologique or the introduc-
tion of an initiative like the Climate
Corps: European Erasmus Green
Cities, as part of the European Un-
ion’s youth funding schemes, aim to
offer young people real-life experi-
ential learning by engaging them
in local projects with tangible com-
munity impact. Through hands-on
participation, young volunteers gain
practical green skills that empower
them to contribute to a more sus-
tainable future.

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

17



We have to create even more EU added value with existing programmes. Youth mobility
and volunteering programmes managed by DG EAC could be better linked to the green
cities programmes run by DG CLIMA, ENER, ENVI. In the future those cities should natu-
rally host European Solidarity Corps volunteers through placements.

GIANLUCA SPINACI

European Committee of Regions

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING
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EU volunteering empowers young
people to drive solidarity & inclusion

v

YOUTH GOAL #3

The Solidarity Corps enables and ensures the inclusion of young people
with fewer opportunities. EU Youth Goal #3 Inclusive Societies.

olidarity and inclusion are

both fundamental princi-

ples of the European Solidar-
ity Corps, yet they address different
dimensions of youth engagement.
While solidarity focuses on foster-
ing a shared sense of responsibility
and collective action for the com-
mon good, inclusion ensures that
these opportunities are accessi-
ble to all, particularly young peo-
ple with fewer opportunities. Both
aspects are deeply interconnected,
shaping the role of Solidarity Corps
in strengthening European commu-
nities, promoting social cohesion,

and empowering young people.

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

Solidarity: a collective com-
mitment to community and
European values

Solidarity is a defining value of the
European Union, and the Solidarity
Corps embodies this principle by en-
couraging young people to actively
support communities while gain-
ing personal and professional skills.
Volunteering with the Solidarity
Corps Programme is not just an in-
dividual journey but a shared effort
that brings people together across
cultures, generations, and social
backgrounds. It strengthens civic

19



engagement, fosters intercultural
understanding, and reinforces Euro-

‘ ‘ pean values at the grassroots level.

Solidarity is not an objective as such but a tool
that brings people together to reach societal
goals. Solidarity is the tool to overcome
challenges.

JOSEPHINE STARON
SYNOPIA

Solidarity also means taking action
to address societal challenges, from
social inclusion to sustainability,
by mobilising young volunteers in
meaningful ways. Through their en-
gagement, participants contribute
to strengthening local structures,
supporting marginalised communi-
ties, and driving social innovation.
Volunteers often serve as change-
makers, inspiring others to engage
in civic action and amplifying the

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

programme’s impact beyond their
immediate projects.

Long-term volunteering has proven
to have a particularly strong im-
pact on local communities. Mean-
while, shorter-term opportunities,
such as volunteering teams, enable
quick responses to urgent needs
and engage a broader range of par-
ticipants. Regardless of the format,
the Solidarity Corps ensures that
solidarity is not merely an abstract
concept but a lived experience that
fosters community resilience and
social cohesion.

Inclusion: ensuring equal ac-
cess and meaningful partici-
pation

While solidarity emphasises col-
lective action, inclusion focuses on

20



who gets to participate in that ac-
tion. The Solidarity Corps has made
significant strides in ensuring that
volunteering is accessible to all
young people, particularly those fac-
ing social, economic, or geograph-
ical obstacles. Since 2021, 35% of
ESC participants have been young
people with fewer opportunities,
including individuals with disabili-
ties, which demonstrates the pro-
gramme’s strong commitment to
offering inclusive opportunities.

To make volunteering truly accessi-
ble, the Solidarity Corpsincorporates
several support mechanisms,
such as short-term volunteering,
volunteering teams, mentoring,
and financial inclusion support.
These elements help lower barriers
for young people who might other-
wise be excluded from such experi-
ences. However, there is still a need
to strengthen and better pro-
mote these inclusion measures

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

to ensure that financial constraints,
administrative burdens, and struc-
tural inequalities do not limit partic-
ipation.

Inclusion is not only about enabling
access but also about ensuring that
young people with fewer opportu-
nities can thrive in solidarity activ-
ities. Volunteering creates safe
civic spaces where participants can
develop a sense of belonging, gain
confidence, and actively contribute
to society. At the same time, inclu-
sion is a two-way process: host com-
munities also benefit from engaging
with diverse volunteers, breaking
stereotypes, and fostering a culture
of mutual learning.

The interplay between soli-
darity and inclusion

While solidarity and inclusion ad-
dress different aspects of the pro-
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gramme, they are deeply intercon-
nected. Without inclusive practices,
solidarity risks being an exclusive
privilege rather than a shared re-
sponsibility. Conversely, inclusion
alone does not necessarily create a
sense of shared purpose unless it is
embedded in a broader framework
of solidarity.

A clear example of this interplay is
seen in how cross-border volun-
teers inspire local youth to engage
in volunteering. Similarly, intergen-
erational and intercultural pro-
jects reinforce solidarity by bridg-

ing divides and fostering dialogue
between different social groups.
Volunteers with obstacles or disa-
bilities often experience particularly
empowering results, demonstrating
how inclusion strengthens both in-
dividuals and communities.

By investing in youth volunteering,
the European Union is not only em-
powering young people but also
building a stronger, more united,
and inclusive Europe where soli-
darity is not just a value but a reality
lived by all.

We need to talk about values and we need to spell them out. They are not a generic
platitude, but real concepts having real consequences on people - empathy, solidarity,
and inclusion. But are these European values? Labelling them as such may send a
wrong message. Yes, they are values which are built in the foundations of the European
project, yes, we can be proud at the concrete ways in which we have succeeded in
advancing them in Europe, but they are not only our values, they are universal.

MATJAZ GRUDEN

Council of Europe
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Investing in youth volunteering means strengthening social cohesion, fostering inclusion,
and empowering the next generation. Recognizing and integrating these commitments

into public policies is essential for a more resilient and united society.

MARIE BARSACQ

French Minister of Sports, Youth and Associations

YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

BUILDING BRIDGES, CREATING CHANGE:
THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING
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Key recommendations for
strengthening youth volunteering in

Europe

The European Solidarity Corps has been a success, but strengthening its structure
and support mechanisms will enhance its role as a driver of social and environmental

change.

For youth volunteering to reach its full potential in fostering a sense of belonging to the EU,
sustainability, and inclusion, key improvements are needed.

1. Strengthening the sense of
belonging to the EU through
volunteering

Volunteering fosters European identity
and civic engagement, yet its recognition
remains limited. A widely discussed pro-
posal was the creation of an EU Volunteer
Status, which would formally recognise
volunteers, reinforce their role in society,
and increase visibility. Such a status could
also help ease visa processes, particularly
for cross-border and full-time volunteer-
ing, making participation more accessible.

Strengthening alumni networks such as
EuroPeers - where former volunteers act
as ambassadors to inspire others, mentor
new participants, and advocate for soli-
darity - should become a standard pro-
gramme element to enhance outreach
and long-term engagement.

The Europeers are a great support by enlar-
ging the network. Many former ESC volunte-
ers remain close to the youth volunteering
community as Europeer alumni in those
countries where the project exists. They sup-
port the promotion and visibility and act as
programme ambassadors. An integral alum-
ni programme is crucial for the community
feeling.

VOLUNTEERING
CONFERENCE PARTICIPANT

Increasing visibility would further po-
sition the European Solidarity Corps as a
key tool for European civic engagement,
strengthening youth participation in de-
mocracy.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STRENGTHENING YOUTH VOLUNTEERING IN EUROPE



2. Making youth volunteering a
strong driver of a greener Europe

A “green priority” in European youth fund-
ing schemes was welcomed in the volun-
teering environment. Yet, green volun-
teering initiatives remain fragmented, with
varying national policies and definitions
influencing their implementation. To in-
crease impact, a common understand-
ing of “green volunteering” must be
established, ensuring alignment across
programmes and communities.

Volunteers already play a key role in biodi-
versity protection, climate action, and sus-
tainable practices, but stronger connec-
tions between volunteering programmes
and EU sustainability policies as well as
regional initiatives would increase their ef-

fectiveness

3. Enhancing Solidarity and
Inclusion

Volunteering is a proven tool for social
cohesion, but ensuring true inclusivity re-
quires structured support before, during,
and after the volunteering experience.
Strong mentorship programmes are es-
sential to help volunteers navigate chal-
lenges, integrate into their host communi-
ties, and remain engaged even after their
service ends. Cross-generational men-
toring could further bridge knowledge
gaps and strengthen democratic values.

Volunteer service organisations are crucial
for a successful implementation: matching
volunteers with the right opportunities, to
make connection to those who do not feel ad-
dressed. Mentors who support the growth of
volunteers in terms of learning competencies
and values play a mature role in the ESC. It
is important to maximise the local impact of
ESC through structural support and sustai-
nable and flexible funding tailor-made to the

volunteering sector.

WALTER REEKERS

Alliance of European Voluntary Service Organisation

The programme must continue expand-
ing accessibility, refining its strategic
framework, and ensuring its long-term
sustainability in engaging young people
with fewer opportunities.

Inclusion is a key to strong societies: huge
groups of people are excluded in various ways
and not all of them voice their needs and con-
cerns loud, it is important to not only hear to
the loudest voices but also reach the people
where they are and invest more in youth in-

formation!

MICHAL BRAUN

National Freedom Institute

A capacity-building scheme for volun-
teering organisations was strongly empha-
sised during the conference as a necessary
step to enhance inclusion and sustainabili-
ty in volunteering projects.
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4. The value of partner regions
for the future of the European
Solidarity Corps

Theinclusion of partner regionsin the Euro-
pean Solidarity Corps is essential for mak-
ing sure the programme remains open, val-
ues-driven, and globally relevant. Rather
than being defined by geography, it should
continue embracing an approach rooted
in solidarity, cooperation, and shared val-
ues. In times of political change, crises, and
growing challenges such as conflicts and
the rise of extremist ideologies, maintain-
ing engagement with partner regions
reinforces the programme’s commitment
to inclusion and solidarity, even when
these principles come under pressure.

From the previous conference in Podgorica,
Montenegro, to Paris, France, we want to
send a strong message about the importance
of strengthening cooperation with neighbou-
ring partner regions!

GERHARD MOSSHAMMER
Austrian National Agency Erasmus+ Youth,
Sport & European Solidarity Corps

To uphold the programme’s integrity,
maintaining the participation of partner
regions is essential. The programme must
embody the values it promotes.

5. Strengthening the structural
foundations of the European
Solidarity Corps

The European Solidarity Corps remains
the only EU programme fully dedicated
to empowering young people to take ac-
tion in their communities, but its budget-
ary limitations hinder wider participation.
A significant increase in funding would
allow for greater outreach and long-term
impact, ensuring that more young people,
particularly those from underrepresented
backgrounds, can take part.

Volunteering is an act of solidarity, it is rea-
ching out to other people, respecting other
people, opening out to other people. BUT to
make all that work, a collective commitment
is needed. This requires political support, le-
gal frames and sufficient financial support
and training. We should also not forget those
who are not yet convinced. Help them to find
motivation and provide opportunities.

MATJAZ GRUDEN
Council of Europe

Restoring and reinforcing the sending
role of organisations is essential to en-
suring proper volunteer preparation and
post-volunteering engagement.
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There are many more organisations that
could implement volunteering projects rela-
ted to green practices and sustainability, but
they often lack awareness of the EU program-
mes, and resources are very limited.

VOLUNTEERING
CONFERENCE PARTICIPANT

By bridging youth volunteering with EU
sustainability and social policies, ensur-
ing better recognition of volunteer efforts,
and reinforcing inclusive and well-funded
structures, the European Solidarity Corps
can continue to be a powerful tool for fos-
tering solidarity, sustainability, and Euro-
pean identity.

Volunteering projects support solidarity, in-
clusion, sustainability, and a greener Europe,
while also addressing the needs of the com-
munity. The programme provides a great
opportunity for disadvantaged groups and
marginalised participants to make their voi-
ces heard, promote collaboration and empa-
thy, and strengthen society by breaking down
stereotypes.

VOLUNTEERING
CONFERENCE PARTICIPANT
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Conclusion

he discussions and inputs
from  stakeholders  from
policy-making, research,

and practice, demonstrated that
the European Solidarity Corps
is already an effective tool for
safeguarding democracy. Its
contribution to a greener Europe, its
role in empowering young people
to foster solidarity and inclusion,
and its impact in bringing Europe
closer to its citizens were clearly
showcased through individual and
organisational stories, underpinned
by data.

With its cross-border volunteering
and local small-scale solidarity pro-
jects, the European Solidarity Corps
already has an effective structure
that supports meaningful youth
engagement and responds to so-
cietal needs.

Despite its successes, it was also ev-
ident that within its current budget
framework, the European Solidarity
Corps can only reach a limited num-
ber of young people, and support
only a limited amount of volunteer-
ing and civil society organisations.

The European Solidarity Corps not only offers opportunities for commitment, it also
helps to strengthen European citizenship and the feeling of belonging to a Europe that
shows solidarity and unity. It is a powerful lever for social change and cohesion in
Europe: each mission accomplished, each project carried out, strengthens a little more
the links between people and consolidates this Europe of values to which we aspire.

THIBAUT DE SAINT POL

Interministerial Delegate for Youth at the French Ministry of Sports, Youth, and Organisations
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thus making it a programme acces-
sible to only a few. The conference
strongly demonstrated the need for
more youth volunteering and en-
gagement schemes to build resil-
ient communities.

We do not have to raise awareness among
young people, we have to raise awareness
at political level. The programme stands for
European values, we need the programme to
defend European democracy. This is a strong
political argument to maintain the programme.

MANFRED VON HEBEL
German National Agency - JUGEND fiir Europa

A stronger European Solidari-
ty Corps would significantly con-
tribute to the European Union’s
priorities, including a free and
democratic Europe, a strong and
peaceful Europe, and a prosper-
ous and competitive Europe. By
creating opportunities for young
people to develop skills and actively
support local communities and civil
society, the Solidarity Corps plays a
vital role in shaping Europe’s future.

It is now in the hands of European
political leaders to present a strong
proposal and make a clear state-
ment recognising the value of youth
engagement, volunteering, and soli-
darity for Europe's future.

As young people will shoulder the challenges of tomorrow, the European Commission
will make sure that decisions made today do not harm future generations.

THE POWER OF YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

KAREN VANDERWEGHE
European Commission
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If there would not be the
European Solidarity Corps
we would have to invent it.

HANNES HEIDE

European Parliament
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